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which they are to be broken. That surely is not a matter of con-
science. If the committee which is bound by the same Pledge that
binds the individual satyagrahi commits an error and selects laws
whose breach will be inconsistent with satyagraha, naturally, the
individual signatory who conscientiously thinks so refrains from
breaking such a law. In all satyagraha organizations, this final
liberty is understood. Is not my meaning clear? The entrustment
of selection to the committee is the happiest part of the Pledge.
But for that there would have been confusion worse confounded.
Take the Sindh incident. There the Police Commissioner prohi-
bits an innocent procession. The satyagrahis obey because they
are bound by the Pledge not to commit disobedience except
where authorized by the committee. Their first impulse would be
to disregard the prohibition and the consequences of such hasty
disregard might be most serious. In South Africa, they surren-
dered to my judgment as to the selection of the laws and the time
of breaking them. Here the committee was thought of at my ins-
tance. But of every such committee, I am the President. I hope,
you find time to read the cuttings I have been sending you. I must
now end this letter as visitors are waiting to see me.

I am most anxious to publish something from Gurudev and
something from you if both of you can give it,

With love,

Tours,

From a photostat; SJNf, 6489

16L   LETTER TO ESTHER FAERIJiG
SECUNDERABAD,
April 1, 1919
MY DEAR CHILD,
My hand is still too shaky for steady and continuous writing.
But I feel I must make the attempt to give you something in my
own hand. I was so sorry I did not see you at the station1. I felt
keenly for you and poor Mahadev. Both of you are sensitive, al-
most cast in the same mould. I was shuddering as I looked
through the window when the train steamed out. I felt that he
would run so madly to catch the train that Jae might drop down
from sheer exhaustion. I was glad to see him at Bezwada,
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